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from giving in money. With the Metawileh, pilgrimage by
proxy5 for the living as well as for the dead, appears to be
more common than it is with the Sunnis. A man may as-
sign a certain sum by will, to be paid to the proxy making
the pilgrimage after his death. If made for a living per-
son, the latter should pay the expense of the journey. Visita-
tions to the tombs of 'Ali and Hosein, at Kufa and Kerbela
respectively, are meritorious, but are called, technically, zia-
ras, though they are sometimes popularly referred to under
the name of-hajj.
In addition to the normal union the Shi'ahs recognize two
forms of marriage held to be illegal by the Orthodox:
muf'ah, or temporary marriage, and tahrim', or nominal
marriage.1 The former is called the curse of modern Persia.
Among the Metawileh arrangements for such a union are
made verbally between the man and woman, usually a
widow, with stipulations covering the length or period—a
day, a week, a year, as the case may be, and also the
amount of "dowry" to be paid by the man, strictly in ad-
vance. Within the stipulated period divorce is forbidden,
but at its termination each party is perfectly free. Such
unions are common, even among religious sheikhs bringing
no technical disgrace to either party, but men of social
standing following the practice would prefer to keep the
matter quiet, while a lady of good family would never con-
tract such an alliance. The tahrim, or nominal marriage,
is a legal fiction, merely an ingenious pretext for avoiding
the practical inconvenience arising from the seclusion of
women. It is a marriage without consummation, for the
contract gives the man the right simply to see the woman.
Such an arrangement permits a woman to facilitate the
transaction of business by "marrying" her agent. But the
1 Wortabet paraphrases "mut'ah" as "marriage of privilege."
Hughcs's "Dictionary of Islam}) points out that temporary marriages
had been permitted by the prophet, but that the Sunnis declare he
afterward prohibited a mut'ah marriage at Khaibar. The Shi'ahs justify
their practice also by an interpretation of surah IV, 28. If the woman
becomes pregnant (which may be lawfully guarded against), the child
is the temporary husband's; but if he should deny the child; the denial
is sustained by the law.

